A beautiful gun
deserves beautiful
leather. This rig —
beit, holster and
mag pouch — was
made by San

Pedro Saddlery of
Tucson, Arizona.
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USFA, THE LEADER IN “COWBOY” GUNS,
STEPS INTO THE 20TH CENTURY.

JOHN TAFFIN

oug Donnelly,

headman at USFA, has

deep feelings about
producing high-quality tra-
ditionally styled firearms.
His Single Actions are
some of the finest ever
produced with special
attention to detail and
authenticity while incorpo-
rating some of his own
ideas and he has now car-
ried this over to semiautos.

Before we go there, however, let us
look back a ways. “Those who do not
study history are doomed to repeat it.”
How well I remember those valuable
words posted on the front wall of one of
my history classrooms. Unfortunately,
even those who study, forget, which
brings up another quote. “The one thing
history teaches us is history teaches us
nothing.” It is one thing to study history,
it is quite another to learn from it and
apply it. In so many areas of life we
make the same mistakes over and over
again.

In the 1870 handgun trials, the United
States Army wanted a powerful cartridge
with the result being the .45 Colt. The 74"
Colt Single Action Army’s cartridge was
loaded with a conical bullet weighing
approximately 250 grains over 40 grains
of black powder for more than 900 fps. In
fact, this cartridge was so powerful mili-
tary ammunition was soon dropped to a
30-grain load.

Everything was fine, both cartridge
and revolver performed their duties
admirably and then someone decided sol-
diers would be better served with a
double-action revolver. This was defi-
nitely a good move. A double-action
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